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have introduced a notion of the «mineral-organic
nano-associated» (MONA) systems. These systems
have some special features. The important feature of
the MONA systems is their capability of creating
the nano-dimensional piezoelectric effect (NPE).
Due to NPE, mechanical stress causes a gradient of
electric charges in biominerals. The electric forces,
induced by mechanical pressure, control the ion
diffusion in the mineral component of biominerals.
The efficiency of mechanical-electrical mechanism of
diffusion is decreased under microgravity that leads
to bone demineralization.

Human and rat bones will be used in the ground-

«Osteoprotection»

based experiments. We will apply the methods of
electron paramagnetic resonance, nuclear magnetic
resonance, electron nuclear double resonance,
as well as other methods. The intent is to implant
special paramagnetic markers in the rat bones and to
expose these animals to various external influence,
including the immobilization, centrifugation, electric
and acoustic fields. We will also control rats with
paramagnetic markers in their bones during
the flight experiments. Study of the markers after
returning the rats to Earth should provide new data
about bone demineralization processes in micro-
gravity.
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The aim of experiment is to evaluate skeletal effects
of weightlessness and to study preventive and cor-
rective effects of gaseous mixtures with low oxygen
content on weightlessness-induced osteopenia;

The principal objectives are the following:

— to carry out the structure analysis of crystalline
framework of animal bones (both trabecular and
compact ones) before and after mechanical unloading
and weightlessness;

— to study the influence of weightlessness on
strength of the trabecular and compact bone (by
microstrength measurement);

— to study the influence of weightlessness on
electric and dielectric properties of long tubular
bones of animals;

— to study the influence of weightlessness on
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mineral and organic components of animal bones
(both trabecular and compact bone tissues);

— to assess preventive and corrective effects of
intermittent gaseous mixtures on osteopenia gene-
rated by exposure to natural weightlessness.

Objects of this study are the tubular and trabe-
cular bones of adult Wistar rats. Biochemical deter-
mination of bone remodelling, calorimetric deter-
mination of calcium and phosphorus in bone and
blood will be performed. A gas-mixtures generator
will be used, which is based on «molecular sieves»
principle, i. e., on physical-chemical separation of
ambient air components by passing them through
polymer capillary gas-separation modules.

It is assumed that application of gaseous mixtures
with low oxygen content in weightlessness may
prevent weightlessness-induced osteopenia.





